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sword had achieved. But should Heaven help him
to reach Paris once more, there should be a great
change in the method of procedure! The French
would have to bleed in quite another fashion;
he would rake out at least a hundred millions for
the King!

Bliicher was greatly in advance of his age in in-
sisting on such an indemnity, but also far behind
the present. What would he have said to the
five billions that Bismarck required from France
and that were to give to the development of
Germany so wonderful an impetus?

Bliicher's request for honourable discharge from
the army was still under consideration by Frederick
William, when Europe was startled by the greatest
"bolt from the blue" that had fallen upon it since
Frederick the Great invaded Silesia.

In the middle of the night of the 8th of March
Gneisenau came to Blucher's bedside, and waked
him to say that his old enemy, the dreaded Corsican,
had escaped from Elba and landed in France.
The old warrior, still smarting over what he con-
sidered Prussia's wrongs, was in ecstasies: "It is
the greatest piece of good luck that could have
happened to Prussia!" he cried; "now the war
will begin again, and the armies will make good
all the faults committed in Vienna!"

He showed all the fiery zeal of a crusader. His
old uniform had been laid aside doubtless from
disgust; but it came out now from its hiding-place.
He declared without the least hesitation that he